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 The Building Blocks of Supporting a Point of View 

    Support  
      Identification   

  

It’s time to begin the process of understanding how to support your opinions with reasons and 

evidence. When writing a persuasive or opinionated essay, your opinions must be supported.

The act of writing an opinion is not enough to make your opinion strong. It is very important

to recognize supported statements versus unsupported statements, and to develop a sense 

of why the former works better in persuasive writing. 

   Here is a list of statements, half of which are opinions without support and the other          

   half of which are opinions with support. Students are asked to identify each.

Some samples of unsupported opinions:

Cats are better than dogs. cute 

when she jumps from the table to the window sill.

Some samples of  supported opinions:

Cats are better than dogs. They can leave the house by themselves and get exercise by 

jumping up on the roof and running around the neighborhood. They don’t bark or 

make a lot of noise, so everyone gets enough sleep.

   Now you try:   Which opinion has supporting sentences and which opinion is 

          unsupported? Write supported or unsupported for each example.

  

  1. Playing basketball is good exercise. I am best at shooting the ball so my   

         friends can’t block it. My dribbling skills need to improve,  

         and that’s why I practice every day.

        2. Playing basketball is good exercise.  You have to run a lot, and    

             that’s good for your heart and lungs. Shooting the ball builds   

             hand-eye coordination, and jumping builds the leg muscles.

© 2007 - 2020 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources



More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheetsCopyright © 2013-2014 by Education.com

 

This 3-part worksheet will help students develop the cognitive skills involved in moving from 

an opinion statement to a support statement. 

Take a look at each statement in italics below. Then consider the question: “Why is this true?” 

This is the �rst step to start formulating better arguments. Each statement is an assumption,  

and needs some solid supporting evidence to back it up. Don’t limit your supporting evidence

to just your own ideas. Think about what other people might say to also support each of

these statements of assumption.

 

Some sample 

Watching a movie in a theater is better than watching a movie at home on TV.

Why is this true? Possible answer: 

The screen and sound system are bigger, making for a more immersive experience.

People need to exercise more. 

Why is this true? Possible answer: 

Exercising keeps your body healthy.

1. Eating healthy is good for you.

Why is this true? 

2. Music puts me in a good mood.

Why is this true?

 

3. Wearing sunblock prevents sunburns. 

Why is this true? 

Why is this true?

5. I like to carry an umbrella when it rains.

Why is this true?

opinion statements:

Now you try:

II. Developing
Support Statements 

4. A dog is a much better pet than a �sh.
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The word “support” in opinion writing doesn’t only have to include your point of view.

Consider what other people might think. Practice developing a strong list of reasons 

to support the statement, keeping your audience in mind. What might others say about

the statement?

Step one:   Writers think of their own reasons to support the statement.

Step two:
       Have your kids �nd more reasons and support by also thinking of reasons

                            other people might have.  

Brainstorm  Use the steps above to give reasons to support these opinions: 

1. Watching a movie in a theater is better than watching a movie at home on TV.

2. Exercise is one of the most important ways you can take care of yourself?

3. Being early is better than being late.

III. Developing
Support Statements 
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Now it’s time to combine what we’ve learned in pages 1 and 2. Instead of supplying the

topic statement that expresses the opinion, this worksheet asks you to choose the topic

  

First, choose a topic. Then, write an opinion sentence about your topic. Next, you’ll write

down one reason why your opinion sentence is true. Finally, write a reason why someone

else might thing your opinion sentence is true. Now you have a complete, three-part 

opinion sequence! 

 

 

 

 Sample topics:
  The best movie     Favorite animal

  The best kind of ice cream   Dinner

  Favorite holiday     Summer 

  Favorite show to watch on TV   Homework

  Favorite book     Favorite sport to play

       

1. TOPIC Sentence:
Why is this true?

Why would someone else say this was true?

2. TOPIC Sentence:
Why is this true?

Why would someone else say this was true?

3. TOPIC Sentence:
Why is this true?

Why would someone else say this was true?

IV. Developing
Support Statements 
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Sample Situations:
A. You will be writing a note to your 

mother asking her if you can stay up one 

hour after your usual bedtime in order to see 

a certain TV show. What three reasons would 

you give her so that she will allow you to 

stay up?

B. You will be writing a note to a good 

friend asking him or her to come over to 

your house after school to play. What three 

reasons would you give him or her to con-

vince him or her to come over to your 

house?

Writing for a Reader I Writing for a Reader I
Section Two: Opinion Writing Functions

This worksheet is the �rst step in writing notes (or “memos”) to people you know. This activity is 

not a prompt to write the note, just a planning step in the process of writing the note. The 

situtations below have two halves; each half describes a situation for writing the note and the 

audience for it. Then you’ll provide three reasons or points that will be included in the �nal note.  

Final Note:Final Note:
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This worksheet is created to help you recognize how you can write with a certain reader, or audience, in mind. 

Keeping the reader in mind can help in the writing process by looking at the reader’s age, personality, likes and

dislikes. For example, if you are asked to write to your mother, you’ll know that you need to use certain words 

and phrases that will appeal to her. 
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Writing for a Reader II Writing for a Reader II

Sample Situations:
A. You will be writing a note to a police 

and talk about his job. What three reasons 

would you give him so that he will come to 

your school?

B. You will be writing a note to your favor-

to send you an autographed picture. What 

three reasons would you give her so that she 

will send the picture?

This worksheet has two halves. Each half describes a situation for writing the note and the 

will write in the space given.

Final Note:Final Note:
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Writing for a Reader III Writing for a Reader III

Sample Situations:
A. Write a note to your next door neighbor, 

who has a mean dog that he lets roam 

around the neighborhood. What three rea-

sons would you give him so that he will keep 

his dog in his backyard?

B. Write a note to the mayor of your town 

front of your house that has been out for 

two months. What three reasons would you 

This worksheet has two halves. Each half describes a situation for writing the note and the 

will write in the space given.

Final Note:Final Note:
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Change in Your Classroom 
   Is there a change you would like to see in your classroom? 

   As a student, you should be able to voice your opinion. If you give a   

   clear statement of opinion and back it up with good evidence, or   

   supporting statements, then your voice will be better heard and   

   understood. Practice writing an opinion paragraph using the   

   prompts shown below.

   What is one major ch an ge  you would like to see in your classroom? 

  Support #1: 

  Support #2: 

  Support #3:

 
  In conclusion,    

              
               .
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

How do bats use echolocation?

Image 1. A Mexican long-tongued bat drinks from a cactus. Bats release sound waves to pinpoint the location of certain objects. This is
called echolocation. Photo: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Bats use sound to find their way around. This is called echolocation. Bats use it to know where to

fly and where to find insects to eat. 

All sounds are based on vibrations. You hear sounds when vibrations enter your ears. These

vibrations are also known as sound waves. They are measured by the number of waves passing

through a point in a certain amount of time. This is known as frequency. The faster a wave

vibrates, the higher its frequency. 

Bats produce sound waves at frequencies that are too high for humans to hear. This is called

ultrasound. To locate an object in their environment, bats make sound waves. When the waves

bounce off of an object and return to the bats' ears, the bat knows what is around them. Bat

groups, or species, have different calls. Each bat group knows each others' sounds. 

Bats use echolocation when they're hunting. When a bat senses an insect it wants to eat, it makes a

quick number of calls. The sound waves tell the location of the bug. Then, the bat swoops in and

eats the insect. 

By National Park Service, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.05.20
Word Count 545
Level 770L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Bats can change their calls for different reasons. They

have different calls for searching, feeding and talking

with other bats. Each species of bat has its own call

pattern. Scientists can record bat calls with special

microphones to study bats. The recordings of the

sounds can be made into forms that humans can see

and hear. 

Recording Bat Calls to Learn About Them

In 2017, scientists listened for different bat call

patterns near Cabrillo National Monument, which is a

small park in San Diego, California. It contains many

bat species. Scientists wanted to track and study

the area's bat populations.

The team of researchers began by creating a way to record bat echolocation calls. They also wanted

to look for any signs of the Mexican long-tongued bat because the scientists think that this bat

helps carry pollen to a rare plant named Shaw's agave plant. This is important because the agave

plant cannot make seeds or fruits without pollen. 

To record echolocation calls, biologists used a small device called an Anabat. It picks up bat calls

that humans cannot hear. It changes the sound into patterns on a graph. Each bat species has a

different graph pattern. Bat biologists can look at the graphs and see what species are present.

Scientists found that most bat calls happen in the fall. This might mean that bats stop in San Diego

during fall migrations. A migration is when a group of animals moves from one place to another.

This usually happens during certain times of the year. Animals migrate for many reasons. They

move around to find food or warmer weather.

The recordings showed 10 different species of bats in the area. One of those bats was the Yuma

myotis. This bat had never before been recorded in the area. The Mexican long-tongued bat was

not found. Biologists hope they can continue the search in years to come.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz

1 Which selection from the article helps the reader to understand that scientists have to use special microphones to hear the bat
sounds?

(A) Bats use sound to find their way around. This is called echolocation. Bats use it to know where to fly
and where to find insects to eat.

(B) Bat groups, or species, have different calls. Each bat group knows each others' sounds.

(C) To record echolocation calls, biologists used a small device called an Anabat. It picks up bat calls that
humans cannot hear.

(D) The Mexican long-tongued bat was not found. Biologists hope they can continue the search in years to
come.

2 Read the Introduction [paragraphs 1-5].

Which selection explains WHY bats have multiple kinds of calls?

(A) All sounds are based on vibrations. You hear sounds when vibrations enter your ears. These vibrations
are also known as sound waves.

(B) They are measured by the number of waves passing through a point in a certain amount of time. This is
known as frequency.

(C) Bats use echolocation when they're hunting. When a bat senses an insect it wants to eat, it makes a
quick number of calls.

(D) Bats can change their calls for different reasons. They have different calls for searching, feeding and
talking with other bats.

3 What happened as a result of the shift from summer to fall?

(A) Scientists detected more species of bats near Cabrillo National Monument.

(B) Scientists found more bat calls near Cabrillo National Monument.

(C) Scientists detected fewer species of bats near Cabrillo National Monument.

(D) Scientists found fewer bat calls near Cabrillo National Monument.

4 How does echolocation work?

(A) Bats make sound waves that bounce off objects around them and return to the bats' ears, telling them
where things are.

(B) Bats make noise by moving or dropping objects in their environment, which creates an echo they use to
tell where things are.

(C) Bats make calls of different frequencies, which bounce off different types of objects in the environment.

(D) Bats make waves by moving their wings quickly in the air around them, which bounce off objects and
return, telling them where things are.
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Beaker Puzzle: Practice Ordering Decimals

            What do scientists do?

_________________________

  4th 

Grade

E

X

P

ER

I
M

EN

T
X

0.54

0.504

0.405

0.44

1.0

1.01

0.145
1.10

Order the decimal numbers on the beakers from largest to smallest, then use the letters to answer
the question below.
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1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

1) 2.58 < 2.7

2) 2.2 = 2.2

3) 8.1 > 5.1

4) 6.4 = 6.40

5) 7.43 > 7.34

6) 7.1 < 7.7

7) 9.49 < 9.8

8) 4.9 > 4.7

9) 9.37 > 8.37

10) 2.7 > 2.3

11) 2.32 < 2.43

12) 1.4 < 1.8

13) 3.7 = 3.70

14) 8.7 > 8.5

15) 5.33 < 5.92

16) 3.8 > 3.76

17) 3.67 > 3.14

18) 1.4 < 1.46

19) 8.4 = 8.4

20) 8.6 > 8.3

1. <

2. =

3. >

4. =

5. >

6. <

7. <

8. >

9. >

10. >

11. <

12. <

13. =

14. >

15. <

16. >

17. >

18. <

19. =

20. >

     

Use '<' , '>' or '=' to compare the numbers.

Comparing Decimals (Hundredths)

Math www.CommonCoreSheets.com

Name:

Answers

1



Subtracting Decimals

   5.2 8.9   6.1     7.7

  -  1.4   -  5.5     -  4.8  -  3.2

   9.4 7.8   4.4     8.3

-  6.7   -  3.1     -  3.8  -  5.8

   9.13 8.32   5.05     7.44

-  6.75   -  4.09     -  3.25  -  7.08

   6.23 9.79   8.46     6.92

-  5.98   -  3.36     -  4.01  -  2.12
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